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serious about confronting climate change, 
then we have to be serious about addressing 
these obstacles. 

If we fully implement our new strong laws, 
adhere to the principles I’ve outlined, and 
adopt appropriate incentives, we will put 
America on an ambitious new track for 
greenhouse gas reductions. The growth in 
emissions will slow over the next decade, stop 
by 2025, and begin to reverse thereafter, so 
long as technology continues to advance. 

Our new 2025 goal marks a major step for-
ward in America’s efforts to address climate 
change. Yet even if we reduced our own 
emissions to zero tomorrow, we would not 
make a meaningful dent in solving the prob-
lem without concerted action by all major 
economies. So in connection with the major 
economies process we launched, we’re urg-
ing each country to develop its own national 
goals and plans to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Like many other countries, America’s na-
tional plan will be a comprehensive blend of 
market incentives and regulations to reduce 
emissions by encouraging clean and efficient 
energy technologies. We’re willing to include 
this plan in a binding international agree-
ment, so long as our fellow major economies 
are prepared to include their plans in such 
an agreement. We recognize that different 
nations will design different strategies, with 
goals and policies that reflect their unique 
energy resources and economic cir-
cumstances. But we can only make progress 
if their plans will make a real difference as 
well. 

The next step in the major economies 
process is a meeting this week in Paris, and 
I want to thank my friend President Sarkozy 
for hosting it. There representatives of all 
participating nations will lay the groundwork 
for a leaders’ meeting in conjunction with the 
G–8 summit in July. Our objective is to come 
together on a common approach that will 
contribute to the negotiations under the U.N. 
framework convention of global climate once 
the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. This ap-
proach must be environmentally effective 
and economically sustainable. 

To be effective, this approach will require 
commitments by all major economies to slow, 
stop, and eventually reverse the growth of 

greenhouse gas emissions. To be economi-
cally sustainable, this approach must foster 
the economic growth necessary to pay for in-
vestments in new technology and to raise liv-
ing standards. We must help countries in the 
developing world gain access to technologies 
as well as financing that will enable them to 
take a lower carbon path to economic growth. 

And then there will be the major econo-
mies leader meeting in July—that’s the one 
I’ll be going to—where we will seek agree-
ment on a long-term global goal for emissions 
reductions, as well as an agreement on how 
national plans will be a part of the post-2012 
approach. We’ll also seek to increase inter-
national cooperation among private firms and 
governments in key sectors such as power 
generation, auto manufacturing, renewable 
fuels, and aluminum and steel. 

We will work toward the creation of an 
international clean technology fund that will 
help finance low emissions energy projects 
in the developing world. We’ll call on all na-
tions to help spark a global clean energy revo-
lution by agreeing immediately to eliminate 
trade barriers on clean energy goods and 
services. 

The strategy I have laid out today shows 
faith in the ingenuity and enterprise of the 
American people, and that’s a resource that’s 
never going to run out. I’m confident that 
with sensible and balanced policies from 
Washington, American innovators and entre-
preneurs will pioneer a new generation of 
technology that improves our environment, 
strengthens our economy, and continues to 
amaze the world. 

Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Nicolas Sarkozy of 
France. 

Remarks at the President’s 
Environmental Youth Awards 
Ceremony 
April 17, 2008 

Thanks for coming. Please be seated, and 
welcome to the Rose Garden. And thanks for 
bringing such good weather. [Laughter] 
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Laura and I are thrilled you’re here, and 
we are thrilled to honor young Americans 
who are helping their communities by safe-
guarding the environment. I’m really pleased 
that Steve is with us too. Thanks for coming. 
Debbie, thanks for being here. 

I want to welcome your parents and your 
sponsors, and I know they’re incredibly 
proud of you. I appreciate the dedication that 
you’ve shown to improve neighborhoods. I 
really thank the fact that you’re a person 
who’s willing to be a responsible citizen and 
take action. 

I’m pleased to have all the regional admin-
istrators here. It’s good to see friends from 
around the country. Thanks for coming. 
Thanks for serving the country. 

I appreciate the fact that you know that 
we live in a country of unbelievable splendor 
and beauty. And no matter which State we 
call home, we can always find the work of 
the Almighty in our State. And today we 
honor 36 young men and women who have 
devoted their time, energy, and creativity to 
being good stewards of that creation. And we 
appreciate the work you’re doing to preserve 
our beauty for generations to come. 

Students here today come from all across 
the country. And your accomplishments are 
as diverse as your home States. Steve will 
read out the accomplishments, but I’ll just 
touch on a few. 

First, for the people from New York who 
collected used books that would have ended 
up in landfills and donated them to schools 
and nursing homes and homeless shelters. 

Got people here from Massachusetts who 
worked with local fishermen to switch from 
using lead weights to using substances that 
didn’t have the potential to poison local birds. 

Virginia—the good folks from Virginia 
used—recycled electronic equipment so it 
wouldn’t end up polluting the environment. 
Makes a lot of sense; it’s a rational plan. 

Good people from Tennessee who led 
hundreds of members of the community to 
switch to more energy-efficient light bulbs, 
just like Laura insisted we did here at the 
White House. [Laughter] 

How about the good folks from Wash-
ington State who worked with the school dis-
trict and helped save more than a half a mil-

lion dollars by encouraging teachers to re-
duce their energy use in the classroom. 

These are practical ways to help protect 
our environment. And one way to thank you 
is to have the Administrator present awards 
to you. You set a great example for people 
around the country, and you set a great exam-
ple for the Government. We’re focused on 
conserving and protecting our environment. 
I don’t know if you know this or not, but 
in—we created the Northwestern Hawaii Is-
land Marine National Monument, which is 
the largest single conservation area in our 
Nation’s history and the largest protected 
marine area in the world. And we did so be-
cause there are more than 7,000 species in 
the monument, and a quarter of them exist 
nowhere else on the Earth. And the good 
news is, Laura went over to dedicate the 
monument and did a fabulous job. 

We’re working hard to protect our wildlife. 
Through the principle of cooperative con-
servation, which means we bring together 
different stakeholders—conservationists and 
sportsmen and local leaders and Federal, 
State, and tribal authorities—to protect spe-
cies that are at risk. 

We’re protecting our—and strengthening 
our National Park System. One way to dedi-
cate ourselves to conservation is to take that 
which is already in existence and make it bet-
ter. And so last year, I announced the Na-
tional Park Centennial Initiative, which is a 
great plan to enhance our national parks dur-
ing the decade leading up to the 100th anni-
versary in 2016. This is an initiative that’s 
going to allow the Park System to hire more 
park rangers and to increase the use of tech-
nology and upgrade its facilities and its his-
toric buildings. I’m looking forward to work-
ing with Congress to make sure this effort’s 
fully funded. 

And finally, we’re working to ensure that 
America can develop alternative energy 
sources and develop new technologies so we 
can address global climate change without 
harming the economy. And I believe we can 
do both. I believe we can be good stewards 
of the environment, and I believe we can 
grow our economy, which we’re going to 
have to do to be able to afford the tech-
nologies necessary to change. 
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So yesterday I announced an important na-
tional goal, which is stopping the growth in 
U.S. greenhouse gases emissions by 2025. It’s 
a goal we can achieve. It’s important to set 
realistic goals and then work hard to achieve 
those goals. 

The key to keeping the—making this work 
is to unleash the entrepreneurial spirit of the 
country and to develop the new technologies 
that will allow us to utilize cleaner, more effi-
cient energy sources, which, by the way, will 
have the beneficial effect of becoming— 
making us less dependent on oil, particularly 
oil that comes from parts of the world where 
the people may not exactly like us. So in 
other words, we’re working on our national 
security and our economic security and, at 
the same time, having the beneficial effect 
of being wise stewards of the environment. 

But today you’re tired of hearing about an 
old guy speak. We want to hear the stories 
of young people—young people who will be 
the future leaders of the country, young peo-
ples who have laid out a strategy as to how 
to protect their local communities and have 
done so. 

And so I welcome you here. I ask Laura 
and Steve to join me here on the podium 
to present the awards. Congratulations. Wel-
come to the Rose Garden, and thanks for 
coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Stephen L. Johnson and his wife, 
Debbie. 

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
of the United Kingdom 
April 17, 2008 

President Bush. Thank you all. Mr. Prime 
Minister, welcome to the Rose Garden. Glad 
you’re here. It’s a beautiful day. I’m—been 
a pleasure to welcome a good friend to the 
Oval Office and had a good discussion. 

Appreciate our special relationship with 
Britain, and I believe that the actions we’ve 
taken are making it stronger. We spent time 
talking about the terrorists and extremists. I 
would remind my fellow citizens that just 

days after the Prime Minister took office, his 
country was attacked by murderers and ex-
tremists, and he handled the situation bril-
liantly. Prime Minister Brown understands 
our enemies remain determined to strike our 
countries and to kill our people. He and I 
share a determination, a fierce determination 
that these evil men must be stopped and that 
we can defeat their hateful ideology by the 
spreading of liberty and freedom. 

We’re working together in Iraq. I want 
to—appreciate the sacrifice of the British 
troops, their families, and the British people. 
During the recent fighting in the Basra Prov-
ince, our nations coordinated our support for 
the Iraqi security forces as they took on ex-
tremists and criminals. I was most thankful 
for the brilliance of the British helicopter 
crews that fired under courage and helped 
evacuate wounded Iraqi soldiers. 

I talked to the Prime Minister about my 
meetings with General Petraeus and Ambas-
sador Crocker and why I made the decision 
I made about our troop levels in Iraq. I ap-
preciate the fact that the Prime Minister 
briefed me on what the British commanders 
are saying about Iraq. The key thing there 
is that we’re working very closely together 
and that we’re making progress. 

I also talked about Afghanistan with the 
Prime Minister. Appreciate the 7,900 British 
troops that are serving bravely in that coun-
try. We talked about the very successful 
NATO summit that we just concluded in Ro-
mania. We talked about our commitment to 
see to it that we succeed in Afghanistan. 

Spent some time on Iran. Our position is 
clear, that we’re going to work together, 
along with other nations, to make it abun-
dantly clear to the Iranian regime that they 
must not have the capability of developing 
a nuclear weapon. 

We talked about Zimbabwe, and I appre-
ciate Gordon Brown’s strong position on that 
issue. And I appreciate the fact that he went 
to the United Nations and made it abun-
dantly clear that which I feel as well, which 
is, you can’t have elections unless you’re will-
ing to put the results out. What kind of elec-
tion is it if you not let the will of the people 
be known? 

I appreciate those in the region who have 
spoken out on this issue. Appreciate the fact 
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